INTERLUDE: WINTER JONES, PRINCIPAL LIBRARIAN
3. THE MAPS AND THE ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS
During Winter Jones's reign the Trustees took two steps in the
further subdivision of Departments, establishing in 1867 Departments
of Maps and of Oriental Manuscripts under R. H. Major and Charles
Rieu as Keepers. The former never comprehended the manuscript
maps already in the Museum, though it acquired a great many for
itself; and when Major retired in 1880 it lapsed back into the Depart-
ment of Printed Books, from which it had been chiefly drawn (see
p. 216). The latter, which had long been a need, was permanent; but
it was not till 1892 that the obvious complementary step was taken of
transferring to it all the Oriental Printed. Books. In 1836 John
Holmes had told the Parliamentary Committee that, apart from
ForshalPs exceptional knowledge of both, Eastern and Western
MSS. should be divided. Rieu had come as a supernumerary in 1847;
he already had a wide reputation as an Orientalist, having studied
with much honour under Silvestre de Sacy at Paris and in other
continental universities. He had an even more brilliant Assistant in
William Wright, who was, however, only in the Museum for nine
years, retiring in 1870 to become Sir Thomas Adams's Professor of
Arabic at Cambridge, a post in which he was later followed by his
former Keeper. The son of a Captain in the East Indian Company's
service and of a mother who was herself no mean Oriental scholar,,
he also came to the Museum with a high reputation. His chief works
for the Museum, published on and after his retirement, were the
Catalogue of Syriac MSS. acquired since ForshalPs catalogue (i.e,
since 1838, and thus describing the Nitrian, as Forshall had described
the Rich collection), and the catalogue of Ethiopic MSS. He died
in 1889.